
 
 

Connecticut Council of Small Towns 

1245 Farmington Ave., 101 West Hartford, CT  06107 

Tel. 860-676-0770; www.ctcost.org 

Betsy Gara  

Executive Director  

Connecticut Council of Small Towns  

Before the Public Health Committee  

March 21, 2022  

  

RE: HB-5484 - AN ACT CONCERNING THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH'S 

RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING PRIVATE AND SEMIPUBLIC WELL TESTING. 

 
The Connecticut Council of Small Towns (COST) supports the intent of HB-5484, which requires 

private wells to be tested under certain circumstances to determine whether there are any 

water quality issues.  

 
Ensuring that residents can rely on clean, safe drinking water is essential to protecting public 
health and safety. Unfortunately, many communities throughout Connecticut are struggling to 
address well water that has elevated levels of  sodium/chloride, PFAS, uranium or other 
contaminants. 
 
Testing is critical in determining whether there are any concerns with water quality. 
Recognizing this, EPA requires public water suppliers to regularly test for the presence of more 
than 90 potential contaminants. However, private wells are not required to perform water 
quality tests.  
 
Requiring testing of private wells, particularly in areas where test results indicate elevated 
levels of certain contaminants, will help protect the public health of residents in our 
communities. Governor Lamont’s proposed budget includes funding for the state Department 
of Public Health to implement the provisions of HB-5484, including analyzing the testing data to 
determine water quality trends and whether any results exceed a water quality action level or 
maximum contaminant level that warrant follow-up by DEEP or local health departments. 
 
Recognizing that well testing may be expensive for residents, COST urges lawmakers to consider 
funding to assist in water quality testing.  
 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 


